
 
March 05, 2017 

Dear Parents, 

 

 Happy March!!! The class has been working so hard and I am so proud of our kids! We 

have another busy week ahead and I’m excited for all the great activities we will get to 

experience. On Tuesday, we will be going to CATO so we will be doing a lot of walking inside and 

outside (if weather permits) so please make sure the students wear tennis shoes. If your packs 

a lunch, please put it all in a disposal bag.  

The class is also lucky enough to get a student from Hillgrove, Shay Pascal (MaKayla’s 

sister), come and help out in the classroom. She would like permission to take pictures of the 

class learning and completing activities she will be helping with. The pictures will be used for 

her senior project and shared with her teachers only. I will be sending home a letter explaining 

more later this week.  
 Here’s what else we are learning now… 
Math MSGE3.OA.4: Determines the unknown whole number in a multiplication AND division equation relating three whole numbers using 

the inverse relationship of multiplication and division.  MGSE3.OA. 8: Solves two-step word problems involving the four operations AND writes 
the equation with a symbol for the unknown number to represent the problem. MGSE3.MD.1 Time to the nearest minute 

EQ: What is ELAPSED TIME? How can I calculate the amount of time that has passed? 

How can I write about solving a word problem completely and concisely? What are some 

strategies to help me solve multiplication and division word problems?  

We have done a GREAT job working out various multiplication and division word problems and 

EXPLAINING the process by which they solved them. To help us prepare for upcoming 

assessments and fourth grade, we have started writing a bit more to explain HOW we solved 

word problems and the steps we took to get our answers. This can be a challenging skill and one 

that will be asked of your child, especially in fourth and fifth grades. The students have been 

so great about sharing their work and thoughts about the processes they used. Here is an 

example of how we discuss our work together. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reading ELAGSE3SL1, 2, 3: Consistently and independently: Engages effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, 

and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and texts building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly. Determines the main 
idea and details of a text that is read aloud or presented in diverse media and formats. Asks and answers questions about information from a 
speaker, offering appropriate elaboration and detail.  

ELAGSE3RI3 Describes relationships between a series of historical events, scientific ideas, or steps in technical procedures in texts, 
using language that pertains to time, sequence, and cause/effect.  

EQ: How can I compare themes of two stories/passages and effectively convey my opinion 

about each? What is MAIN IDEA and how can I find the main idea of a passage/story? 

How can the strategy UNRAAVEL help me better understand nonfiction passages? What 

are nonfiction text features & how can knowing them help me navigate through a passage 

or book?  

Last week we started our new book clubs and the kids are LOVING their new book 

choices. The students are given ample class time each day to read the assigned pages and to 

complete their book club assignments. Our book clubs allow the students to read and work with 

different students and share ideas/hear other ideas & opinions. It also allows me the 

opportunity to meet with students based on strategy needs (making connections, inferencing, 

comparing/contrasting, summarizing, and signpost strategies), as well as meeting with them on 

their individual reading levels.  

We are also continuing to review CHARACTER TRAITS and provide evidence from the 

text to support our opinions. I am also reviewing nonfiction text features and the strategies 

we can use to help us understand passages (UNRAAVEL).  The class is also continuing to work on 

identifying the main idea and differentiating that from details.  

Grammar: EQ: What is an example of a good informative piece? How can I share 

information I have learned through my writing and stay focused on my topic?  

The students will be publishing their informational writing on the person of their choice 

this week. The kids want to complete a project using technology to display their knowledge of 

their specific person and when we decide on a program and complete our projects, I will let you 

know and post them.  We will also continue to discuss conjunctions and how to use them 

correctly.  

Thank you for your continued support. Have a wonderful week. 

Ms. Bastuba 


