
 

March 16, 2018 

Dear Parents, 

 

Here is what’s happening in our room. Please let me know if you have any questions.  
 

Reading (2nd Grade) -EQ: What is the MAIN IDEA of a story? What are the important 

parts of a story? What strategies can I use to improve my comprehension of a story? 

What are CONTEXT CLUES? How can I support my opinion of a text/or the author’s 

opinion with EVIDENCE from the passage or story? How can I improve my fluency? What 

are character traits?  ELACC2RL1, ELACC2RL6, ELACC2RL2, ELACC2RL3, ELACC2RL5 

In reading, we have continued to discuss how to check for understanding as we read by 

asking ourselves (and our reading partners) questions such as “who, what, where, when, and how” 

before, during, and after our reading. The students continue to add to their Reading Journals 

(Carl, our comprehension slug) adding strategies and ideas about each to help remind us as we 

read. We have also been discussing how we use clues within the book to help us better 

understand the story. 

Ask your child to share it with you this week. We’ve talked about using our prior 

knowledge to help us understand and also to make inferences. The kids are doing well and we 

will continue this skill through the coming weeks.  During our read alouds and book lessons, we 

have discussed how we can use text evidence to support our opinions AND answer questions 

carefully and correctly about a story. 

We read a great book, The Recess Queen, and discussed POINT of VIEW. Our Essential 

Questions focused on What is Point of View and How can my perspective change based on 

WHO is telling the story? We talked A LOT about narrative perspective and the clues that 

help us figure who is telling the story. Then we decided to put ourselves in Mean Jean and Katie 

Sue's shoes... we practiced our writing skills and wrote how each character felt. Then we made 

short Chatterpix videos about our POV writings. They are on my blog so check them out! 

ENJOY!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



We are also practicing vocabulary, context clues, and using text features to help us 

locate important information in texts. We read The Day the Crayons Quit and carefully read 

each letter Duncan received and tried to figure out which crayon was writing to him. After the 

deciphering the clues for eight colors, we decided to write our own about the leftover colors, 

and our favorite color. The kids did a great job!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spelling /Phonics (2nd grade) 

EQ: How can using word families and the rules of spelling help me learn word patterns and 

become a better speller?  What is a syllable? ELACC2L2.d-e; ELACC2RF3; ELACC2L2.d  

 We are learning about r-controlled words and using word families to sound out new words 

and correctly. The kids have really loved being challenged and racing to see who can brainstorm 

the most r-controlled words.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Reading (3rd Grade) -EQ: What is the MAIN IDEA of a story? What are the important 

parts of a story? What strategies can I use to improve my comprehension of a story? 

What are CONTEXT CLUES?  

In reading, we are working hard on understanding nonfiction text features in 

informational texts such as bold words, captions, italics, the glossary, diagrams and pictures. 

One of our goals is compare nonfictions texts and finding evidence within the text to support 

opinions and answer questions. We have learned a lot about our country and the struggles of 

people just moving here in our new unit.  

Don’t forget that I have websites for all our concepts on my blog, as well as PowerPoints 

and other helpful guides/tools (and a ton of fun pictures).  

Thank you again for all of your support and let me know if you have any questions!   

Ms. Bastuba 


